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The British Seaside Birkul ang Narayantglqg -
Holidays and Summer Resorts in Colonial Bﬂ;g“

Dr Suman Mukherjee
|

| {: The British decided to construct sea-side resorts In different parts of Coastal Bengal
1 ,\N“:M from summer heat of Calcutta. In the |g» century ‘Beerku/’ (presently Digha)
S sca-side resort. First Governor General Warren Hastings (1774.) 785) selected ‘Beerkul’
ﬂ-“w himself from the heat of Calcutta. The sweet sea wind of Beerkul was very useful for
::m of the European administrators and aristocrats. Hastings Constructed 5 bungalows there
»d he marked it as ‘Brighton of the East’. But the said plan was not implemented very

and health sanitarium of Bengal? How tourism,
letsure and recreation informed an agenda in Colonial Birkul and Fraserganj? Why and how
Birkul and Frasergan) emerged as a popular seaside holiday destination in Colonial Bengal? Who
were the key players in tourism, leisure and recreation in Colonial Birkul and Frasergan;?
Key Words: Seaside; Holiday;

Summer Resorts; Birkul; Narayantala: ‘Brighton of the East’:
Warren Hastings; Sir Andrew Fraser; Tourism; Leisure; Recreation.

Within Western nations, water has long been associated with restorative qualities and medicinal
benefits to balance the ardor of work, life in the city, or the pollution inherent in industnal/urban
areas. This association is evidenced in Past practices of picnicking beside creeks, rivers, and
lakes; short excursions to lake areas, thermal springs, and the seaside; the taking of seaside
holidays angd vacations; second- home ownership by lakes, or at the seaside; and bathing and spa
Berapy as well as taking in the waters and fresh or sea air. Traditionally, in England, seaside
%™l and activities were used as a break from normal routine. With the onset of the Industrial
R‘"d“&‘ﬂ and subsequent developments in working conditions, such as shorter working days
:::lic holidays, discretionary income, along with the concurrent development of transportation
logy,

» the lower-middle and

working classes were able to experience to differing degrees
. *Creational and leisure pursu
"d upper
o

its that had previously been the purview of the upper-middle
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